
 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Greater Canton 
2585 Easton Street, NE Canton, Ohio 44721 330.232.5899;  

330.492.4004; www.uucantonoh.org 
Sunday Services at 10:30am 

 
February 2018 
 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1  
 

2 Groundhog Day 
 

3  
 

4 Rev. Beth Marshall 

 
YRE – Classes 
 
ARE – After Service 
 
Merge 6 – 8p 
 

5 Board Mtg 6:30 – 8p 

 
NA Mtg 7 – 9p 
 

 

6  
 

7 NA Mtg 7 – 9p 
 
 

8 Bylaws Mtg 7p – 9p 
 

9  
 

10  
 

11 Deb Lemire 

 
YRE – Social Justice Project 
 

Membership Meeting 

12 NA Mtg 7 – 9p 
 
 

13  
 

14 Valentine's Day 

 
NA Mtg 7 – 9p 
 

15 Newsletter 

Submission Date 
 

 

16 Family Game/Movie  

         Night  & Potluck 
            5:30 – 7:30 
 
 

17  
 

18 Rev. M. Anderson 

 
YRE - Classes 
 

19 Presidents Day 

NA Mtg 7 – 9p 
 
 

20  
 

21 NA Mtg 7 – 9p 
 
 

22  
 

23  
 

24 Merge Overnight 

Time TBD 
 

25 Deb Kotte, CLM 

 
YRE - Intergenerational 
 

26 NA Mtg 7 – 9p 
 
 

27  
 

28 NA Mtg 7 – 9p 
 
 

 

  



 

Sunday Services and YRE 

February 4 – Rev. Beth Marshall presents The Courage Within 

This morning the Rev. Antoinette Brown Blackwell will make a rare 

visit to the UUCGC. Her story is perhaps more relevant today that 

it was in her own time. 

YRE - Classes for teens and youth taught by Erin DuBois and Marti 

Livingstone, Dir. of Religious Education. 

Hospitality – Jepsen Family 

February 11 – Deb Lemire presents I'm a UU. I'm a Good Person. 

I'm a Racist. 

As UUs we stand behind our first principle, the inherent worth and 

dignity of all persons. We strive to be 'good' white people. So how 

is it possible we could be racist? The short answer? It's the water 

we swim in. 

YRE – There will be a social justice project today for all classes. 

Hospitality – Bobby Walters 

February 18 – Rev. Michael Anderson presents Play Ball: Native 

American Racism in Popular Sports Culture. 

How racism permeates all avenues of life, including popular sports 

culture. 

YRE - Classes for teens and youth taught by Erin DuBois and Marti 

Livingstone, Dir. of Religious Education. 

Hospitality – Lauri Molnar 

February 25 – Deb Kotte, CLM presents Big Steps 

Let us celebrate the life and passion of Sojourner Truth in this 

intergenerational and interactive service. A champion of truth and 

human rights, Sojourner was born in 1797, and spent 28 years of 

her life as a slave. 

YRE – All youth will be invited to participate in this service. 

Hospitality – Marie Glossen 

Family Game/Movie Night & Potluck 

February’s Game night is on February 16th from 5:30p to 7:30p. As 

always, there will be a toddler play area, games for 

kids of all ages and a kid movie on the big screen.  

Bring your favorite covered dish and enjoy getting to 

know families in the community around chatter and board games. 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Greater Canton, 2585 

Easton St., Canton, Ohio 44721 

Adult Religious Education 

There is one session left of our Adult RE class, “Articulating Your 

UU Faith”. Be a part of this discussion and learn how to 

communicate your faith! This series allows the student to 

personally reflect on their liberal beliefs as well as teaches 

strategies for communicating beliefs to others. Rev. Beth will be 

leading discussion on this last ARE class. 

 

February Board Meeting 

The UUCGC Board will be meeting on Monday, February 

5th from 6:30 to 8:30p. All members and friends are 

invited to attend. Please enter from the back door to 

avoid disturbing the NA meeting up front. 

 



 

A Message from Rev. Beth 

There is a section of Philip Simmon’s 

Learning to Fall, where he describes his 

quest for transcendence. His commitment 

was strong. He meditated; he found the 

perfect place high in the California 

Mountains, leaning against a 5000 year old bottle brush pine tree. 

He even found a single drop of tree sap, which he placed on his 

tongue before sitting down to meditate, opening himself to 

enlightenment. He waited and waited. He waited through an itch 

that moved slowly up his back. He waited and wondered if what he 

was feeling was energy moving up through his chakras. 

But, no. The itch was an ant, slowly making its way up his spine. He 

writes: 

It was the ant that returned me to the world, that called me to 

another way of worship, the way of all things ordinary and small, 

the way of all that is imperfect, the way of stubbornness and error, 

the way of all that is transitory and comes to grief. 

Don’t talk to me about flowers and sunshine and waterfalls; this is 

the ground in which life sows the seeds of our fulfillment. The 

imperfect is our paradise. Let us pray then that we do not shun the 

struggle. May we attend with mindfulness, generosity, and 

compassion to all that is broken in our lives. May we live fully in 

each flawed and too human moment, and thereby gain the victory. 

Philip Simmons went searching for a miracle, that perfect moment 

of enlightenment. The universe presented him with one, in the 

form of an ant who reminded him to be in touch with both his 

physical self, and the world as it is in the moment right now before 

him. 

Learning to Fall reminds me of how many times there are 

opportunities to celebrate doors opening to us offering the 

unexpected, instead of slamming them shut on what isn’t there, 

what doesn’t happen or doesn’t live up to expectation. I share the 

story of Philip Simmons and his ant because it parallels how being 

part of a religious community is a bit like Philip Simmons climbing 

to the top of the mountain, and leaning against a 5000 year-old 

tree with a drop of sweet sap on his tongue – waiting for his 

miracle.  

Much hard work and preparation has been done. The stage is set 

for a minor miracle and the waiting has begun. But in the 

meantime, this moment is special, sweet like the drop of tree sap 

on the tongue. These are the times to remember that even when 

things are not going as well or as fast as we’d like, things are still 

“going”. And that can be enough. 

Can we use this moment as an opportunity to see how 

imperfections and glitches are not really true problems (in the 

toxic waste kind of way) but are opportunities for us to look at 

ourselves and see the point at which our expectations match 

reality, and what we can learn about ourselves and one another? 

In these cold, winter months, may we befriend the ant. 

In Peace,   

Rev. Beth 

Bylaws Committee 

If you would like to help decide our church’s future bylaws, please attend 

the next meeting on Feb. 8th 7pm.  We are looking for your opinion and 

the committee has taken the time to pull form many sources.  



 

Looking Ahead 

March 4th – Merge 6 – 8p 

March 5th - Board of Trustees Meeting 6:30p – 8p 

March 16th  – Game/Movie & Potluck Night 5:30p – 7:30p 

Community Outreach 

Male personal hygiene items are needed for men as they are 

released from prison and start their journey of return to the 

community. We are beginning our support of the Community 

Restoration Center of Stark County with a collection in February 

and March. They need the following: 

Bath & Hand towels, wash clothes 

Tooth brush, paste and dental floss 

Body wash 

Disposable razors & shaving cream 

Shampoo & conditioner (including African American products) 

Tissues 

Nail Clippers 

Foot powder 

Nonalcoholic mouth wash 

Electric grooming kits for beard, brows, etc. 

Electric shavers 

Thank you in advance for your generosity in making these men feel 

more welcomed back into the main stream of Stark County. 

 

Thank you to everyone who made our MLK Day 

celebration a success! You guys were just awesome! 

 

A Message from the President 

Starting 2018, Maya Angelou’s poem reminded 

me that, as UU’s, we are willing to rise and 

make a difference. We have the opportunity at 

this time in history to completely change the 

course of human culture by sharing our diverse 

values and by committing to being part of the process of change. 

“It’s not up to us where we are going – but how we get there, and 

when, is determined by every choice we make, every moment of 

every day.” Marianne Williamson. 

We are here as a congregation to help you feel you are making a 

difference as part of your spiritual path and when we team up, we 

all rise! 

Lauri Molnar, Board President 

 

Thank you to Sue and Diane for your awesome clean up 

skills! Much appreciated. 

Membership at the UUCGC 

Help people get plugged in!  

The membership committee is looking for more 

help in greeting guests on Sunday and helping 

new guests get involved in congregational life and 

activities. Meeting for 2018 is Sunday, February 

11th after church from noon to 1:30p with lunch provided. New 

ideas are welcome. If you are unable to attend but want to help, 

contact Bob DuBois at bobdbldr9660@gmail.com. 

Lauri Molnar, Board President 

mailto:bobdbldr9660@gmail.com


 

Thank you, Karen, for your willingness to help us find our 

activism voices! Let’s do it again real soon!! 

Still I Rise   by Maya Angelou (abridged) 

You may write me down in history 

With your bitter, twisted lies, 

You may trod me in the very dirt 

But still, like dust, I’ll rise. 

Does my sassiness upset you? 

Why are you beset with gloom? 

‘Cause I walk like I’ve got oil wells 

Pumping in my living room. 

Just like moons and like suns, 

With the certainly of tides, 

Just like hopes springing high, 

Still I’ll rise. 

Did you want to see me broken? 

Bowed head and lowered eyes? 

Shoulders falling down like teardrops, 

Weakened by my soulful cries. 

Leaving behind nights of terror and fear 

I rise 

Into a daybreak that’s wondrously clear 

I rise 

Bringing the gifts that my ancestors gave, 

I am the dream and the hope of the slave. 

I rise I rise I rise. 

Follow the link below for the complete poem. 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/46446/still-i-rise 

Thank you, Kathie, for making our first discussion 

Sunday such a success!! 

Play Committee Forming! 

If you have a love for theater or want to help with our social justice 

fundraiser in April, become part of the committee that puts on a 

play about homelessness. We will be putting on the play 

at the UUCGC. Lauri Molnar, Kathie Courtney or any 

board member can give you more information on the play 

as well as get you signed up. First planning meeting will be in 

March! 

 

Thank you to Deb, Johannes and Dianne for helping 

Jean join services.  

 

 

UUCGC Board 

President Lauri Molnar 

Vice President Kathie Courtney 

Secretary Jon Kicken 

Treasurer Dianne Diginantonio 

At Large Diane B 

At Large Bob Dubois 

At Large Melissa Reahm 

Minister Rev. Beth Marshall 

Commissioned Lay Minister Deb Kotte 

Director Religious Education Marti Livingstone 

Music Director Brittni Roach, M.A 


